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Robert Bruce the barony of Cadzow, in Lan-
arkshire. From Walter's second son are de-
scended the Hamiltons, earls of Haddington,
of whom the most notable was Thomas, Earl
of Melrose, and first Earl of Haddington
(1563-1637), a distinguished kwyer during
the reign of James \i. The founder of the
exceptional fortunes of the senior branch was
Sir James, first Baron Hamilton (d. 1479)5
son of Sir James, fifth baron of Cadzow.

Hamilton, Alexander (1757-1804), one
of the greatest of American statesmen. He
was born on the island of Nevis, West In-
dies, on Jan. n, 1757, and was probably the
natural son of James Hamilton, a Scotchman,
and Rachael Levine, a woman of Huguenot
descent, who had separated from her husband,
John Levine, a Dane. He first attracted at-
tention by an impromptu speech delivered
before a mass meeting in New York on July
6, 1774. In opposition to the famous pamph-
lets signed 'A Westchester Farmer/ he wrote
between Nov., 1774, and Jan., 1775, two
pamphlets, A Full Vindication of the Meas-
ures of the Congress from the Calumnies of
Their Enemies, and The Farmer Refuted,
which had much influence and were astonish-
ing as coining from a boy of eighteen. He
was a member of the Continental Congress
(Nov., i782-Aug., 1783), of the Annapolis
Convention (1786), whose report recom-
mending a general convention he drafted, and
of the Constitutional Convention in Philadel-
phia (1787), before which he urged, with
futile brilliancy, a degree of centralization
which his fellow-delegates were not prepared
to accept. In the final result, however, his
influence is unmistakably seen, and to him
more than to any one else was due New
York's ratification of the instrument as
adopted; his influence being exerted both
through the state convention, of which he
was a member, and through a series of papers,
later collected as The Federalist (to which
Madison and Jay also contributed), which
rank among the ablest political essays in the
language. (See FEDERALIST, THE.) He was a
member of Congress (1787-8), and from 1789
to 1795, as the first United States Secretary
of the Treasury, was the strongest construc-
tive force in Washington's administrations.

Besides organizing his department along
general lines which have endured until today,
he devised and recommended measures which
established the public credit on a firm basis,
and served to counteract the disintegrating
.tendencies among the states and to consoli-
date the union. The most important of these
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measures were tho-r for funding the public
debt, for thu1 Federal assumption of state
debts, incurred because of the war, and for
the establishment of a national bank. His
report (1790) On Public Credit is said to
have 'laid the cornerstone of American fi-
nance under the Constitution,* and his re-
port On Manufactures, has supplied with ar-
guments many an advocate of the diversifica-
tion of industries by government aid. In
contending against Jefferson and others, for
the constitutionality of a national bank, he
made the first effective use of an argument
of far-reaching importance, that the Consti-
tution by implication granted to the govern-
ment all powers which were not specifically
prohibited and which were necessary for the
discharge of such powers as were specifically
granted. This, the doctrine of 'implied pow-
ers,' later, in the decision of McCulloch vs.
Maryland (1819) received the sanction of
John Marshall and the United States Su-
preme Court. The imposition of an excise,
recommended by Hamilton, brought on the
'Whisky Rebellion/ the quelling of which gave
the central government a chance to demon-
strate its power. In foreign as well as do-
mestic affairs Hamilton's influence was felt;
he counteracted the effusive zeal of the pro-
French party, and advocated the ratification
of the bitterly assailed Jay treaty with Great
Britain. Politically, after parties had definite-
ly formed, he was the leader of the Federal-
ists. Burr, on a trivial pretext, beguiled him
into a duel (July u, 1804) at Weehawken,
N. J., opposite New York, and mortally
wounded him at the first fire. Hamilton died
on the following day, July 12,1804.
Hamilton was a great constructive states-
man, a deviser of measures, a framer of
policies, rather than distinctively a manager
of men. Washington and Lincoln excepted,
probably no man has rendered as great serv-
ices to the nation. See Hamilton's works,
edited by Lodge (9 vols. 1885-6), and Lives
by Morse (2 v. 1876), by Shea (1897), by
Lodge (1882); and by Sumner (1890).
Hamilton, Andrew (c. 1676-1741), Am-
erican lawyer, was born in Scotland. He be-
came famous for his defense of the New York
printer, Peter Zenge:, who was arrested for
libelling the government. Hamilton claimed
that Zenger's statements were true, and there-
fore not libelous, and the jury returned a
verdict of not guilty, thereby going far to
establish the freedom of the press in America.
Hamilton, Emma, Lady, ne'e Amy Lyon
(?i76i-i8i$), a native of Cheshire.